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inquiry made by myself and others. . . . The evil increases with,
rapid strides, and is far from being confined to the wretched or
needy.' On the 29th of May, two militia soldiers were executed
with great solemnity for sedition. Five*thousand men were present
under arms, and the culprits, kneeling on their coffins, acknow-
ledged their guilt. But the evil was far from checked, and the
investigation a few weeks later at Bandon, showed that an ex-
tensive plot had been formed among the inhabitants of that town
to seduce the soldiers in the camp, murder General Coote and
his officers, and produce a rising. About thirty soldiers and as
many civilians were arrested, and Coote considered that many
of the soldiers ought to suffer capitally, and that the inhabitants
of the town were at the bottom of the business. General Loftus,
however, wrote from Cork, c I scarcely know an instance of a
Catholic of consequence being the agitator of any disturbance
here; the promoters of sedition either come from Dublin or the
North, some originally from Manchester.51

In May, reports were sent to the Castle of the appearance of
the United Irish movement at Mallow,2 and there were also
alarming rumours of disloyalty among the Methodists. It ap-
pears, however, from an interesting letter of Dr. Croke, who pre-
sided over them, that the only foundation for these rumours, was
the strong reluctance of some Methodist yeomen to go through
military exercises on Sunday. Dr. Croke added, that his co-
. religionists were now a large body among the middle and poorer
ranks of Protestants in Ireland, and that the communicants in
the country churches were almost entirely composed of Metho-
dists. They were attached to the Established Church, but
thought themselves neglected and despised by it, and something
should be done to conciliate them. In England, he said, a small
part of the society had broken away from the Establishment, and
appeared to have imbibed French principles.3
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